
 Room: Curry 225  Class time: TR 2:00-3:15
 Instructor:  Greg Knehans Email: gnknehan@uncg.edu;   Text: 336-310-6273
 Office: Curry 333A  Office hours: hours: T 3:30-5, W 3-5, and by appointment

"He who knows only his own side of the case, knows little of that." - John Stuart Mill

"It is not acceptable to refuse to look at something-or to refuse to believe something-because it makes you uncomfortable. It is 
not acceptable to believe something just because it makes you feel comfortable." - Anonymous

Required Text: All material, both required and optional, will be available on-line or through 
Blackboard. Students should read The New York Times, Washington Post or similar newspaper 
regularly to keep abreast of current political events.
Assignments: There are no exams in this class. While the positive side of this is obvious, 
students should take note of the negative side. You cannot do well in this class unless you study, 
participate and write consistently throughout the semester. You cannot slack off and then cram 
for the exams - you know, ‘cause they don’t exist. There will be extra credit opportunities 
during the semester, worth 5 points each. You can do up to three.

Participation: (not just attendance–see below). 40 points
Four short essays (20 points each).  80 points
Longer essay     30 points
Critical Essay     50 points

Some General Notes and Guidelines 
No texting during class. Anyone texting, or otherwise fiddling with an electronic device will get 
a zero for participation. If you text again, you will fail the class. Do not think that you will be 
the exception to this policy. Seriously, just put your phone away.

Laptops may only be used if you sit in the front row or along the aisle, and may only be used to 
take notes. Penalties for using a laptop for any other purpose (Facebook, email, etc.) are the same 
as texting.

Class Participation:  This class will revolve around discussion requiring the full participation of all students. When you don’t 
read in advance, don’t engage with the ideas expressed by the writers, the instructor, and the other students, or when you attend 
class only sporadically, both your learning and your classmates’ learning is greatly inhibited. Additionally, class becomes really 
boring. So you are expected to show up, to pay attention, and to prepare the readings in advance of the class period for which 
they are assigned. I encourage you to take notes as you read and bring them to class for reference during discussions. Obviously, 
if you aren’t here, you can’t participate. That said, just showing up and staying awake isn’t participation. Participation includes 
paying attention, asking questions, contributing to class discussion in a way that demonstrates that you have completed the 
reading, responding politely to your classmates’ questions, etc. Uninformed discussion will hurt, not help, your grade. I will be 
looking for you to ask questions or make comments when you are confused, angered, excited, or whatever. I encourage those 
students who have personal experience or knowledge of some of the issues we will be covering to bring them up in class. I 
encourage even extended and sharp discussions and debates provided they proceed based upon an understanding of the material 
and do not degenerate into name-calling or simple lobbing of opinion bombs.

Honor Code:  I expect all students in this course to abide by both the letter and spirit of the university’s academic integrity 
policy.  Violations of the university honor code will be prosecuted. The full text of the Academic Integrity Policy can be viewed 
at: http://www.uncg.edu/reg/Policy/HonorPolicy.html. Specifically pertinent to this course is the following infraction: 
“Plagiarism: Intentionally or knowingly representing the words of another, as one's own in any academic exercise.”  Do NOT 
engage in plagiarism. If caught, you will receive a zero for the assignment. If the plagiarism is particularly egregious I may 
decide on a harsher penalty. If you have any questions regarding what constitutes plagiarism, please see me immediately. While it 
is very easy to plagiarize off of the internet and other sources, it is just as easy to find where you plagiarized from. Typically, if I 
suspect plagiarism, it takes me less than a minute to find the source.

Addenda: Please keep all returned work, so that any discrepancy in the recording of grades can be easily resolved. Once final 
grades are turned in, they are final. If you are concerned about what your grade might be, see me before the end of the semester. I 
am happy to meet with you for any length of time to help you through this course. However, do not come to me the day before an  
assignment is due and ask for help on the assignment. If you need to earn above a particular grade in this class in order to 
graduate, maintain athletic eligibility, receive financial aid, etc., the time to speak with me about this is as soon as you feel you 
may be below that grade–NOT at the end of the semester or after I have turned in final grades.
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Course Readings (subject to change)

Week 1: 8/20-22
T:  Introduction
R:  Ruggerio, “Chapters 1-2”

Week 2: 8/27-29
T:  Ruggerio, “Chapter 3”
R:  “Rhetorical and Logical Fallacies”

Week 3: 9/3-5
T:  Mill, “On Liberty, Chap 2”
R:  Plato Excerpts

Week 4: 9/10-12
T:  Brecht, “On Doubt;” Coghlan, “Dear God” First Essay Due
R:  Churchill, “Ghosts of 9/11”

Week 4: 9/17-19
T:  Rocky Mountain News, “Shadows of Doubt;” Feder, “Useless Idiot”
R:  Investigative Committee, “Churchill Report”

Week 5: 9/24-26
T:  Hendricks, “It’s a Farce;” Falk, “Robust Academic Freedom” Second Essay Due
 Optional: ACCT, “How Many Ward Churchills”
R:  Watch Blood Money (http://en.gloria.tv/?media=387153) 

Week 6: 10/1-3
T:   Read the material at http://abortion.procon.org/#pro_con
R:  “Morality of the Right to Abortion;” “Pro-Life Arguments for Secular Audiences”

Week 7: 10/8-10
T:   'Personhood' Movement Is Anti-Life” Third Essay Due
R:  Visit Civil Rights Museum

Week 8: 10/15-17
T: [No class Tuesday-Fall Break]
R:  “Travyon Martin Articles”

Week 9: 10/22-24
T:  McIntosh, “White Privilege;” “Black Skin Privilege”
R:  Read material at: http://www.revcom.us/a/144/BNQ-en.html Fourth Essay Due 

The remainder of the semester’s readings will be posted to 
Blackboard later in the semester.

How to get an A in this class:
Come to class and participate. Ask informed questions and 
make informed comments. Every semester, I have students 
who go down a letter grade because of their poor 
participation.
Do the readings. Really think things through and contribute 
intelligent comments that draw upon the readings and rely 
upon evidence, logic and actual analysis. I am not impressed 
or swayed by the mere existence of opinions.
Take advantage of extra credit opportunities.
Take advantage of the bonus opportunities for the final essay.

PSC105-03 Fall 2013: Contemporary Political Controversies Syllabus

2


